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ONESIMUS, Sci. 


NESIMUS was a servant (or slave) in the 
house of one Philemon. This Philemon 
seems to have been remarkable for being a good 
Christian, but the Apostle Paul very .particularly 
mentions his “Jove and“faith towards the Lord 
Jesus, and towards:all saints.” “It is plaim-then that 
Onesimus myst, have had great advantages by liv- 
ing in the house of such a master; and one would 
think that he must have been a good Christian 
also. No, he was far otherwise. He was quite 
insensible of his advantages. Although there Is 
said to have been “a.church,” that is, a collection 
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of worshipping Christians in Philenian’s, house, yet 


Onesimus seems to have been not at-all:thé better — 


for it. He received, no doubt, the instructions, he 
attended regularly the family prayers, he also be- 
held daily the bright example of: Philemon, and 
yet his heart continued to be hardened, fF should 
think it probable that Onesimus was very, blind and 
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ighorant respecting religion; and aiseVery areless 
about it, so that all the spiritual. instruction, 
ceived, would go in at one ear, as the-saying is, and 
outatthe other, 0 

In, the mean time temptations. of. xa ist 
would probably come upom. hint. pd iushe: | 
advance from bad to worse! forene:siacommonly 
leads.on.to another, at Jen ath hisheatt’ being dvead- 
fully hardened, hg.would aoa ae ‘almost any 
wickedness, It'seems by sf, ’s account, that 
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tie became an unfaithful servant,.and actually rob- 


ied:}1s mastex,and that-he then run, away. (perhaps ) 


tiking his..booty with him) to, fhe:. great city. df 
Rome, where-it wopld be easy for Onesintus'ta « 
weal Himeelf; just as it,ig.easy for a man who* ais 
played the villaja, somewhere at 4. distance in tliis 
country, tolie hid in-London nowy... af ¢- 


"E.the, present. story. were to atop eye, where 
then, it might be said, ig the Use of Raving all. these 
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tamily prayers and: this, church ip the house ; 
Why the very. servants you instryagt will sell cheat 


° ; e ‘ : e Sat a : g ; . Sid 45103 
you just-as nyuch.as.ifthey were not instructed, and 
it is as wel thexefore.to leave them to go on their 


own way, withgut trying to make then religiqus,— 


i will not stop to:reply to this observation her é, be- 


| é a wie “mig Fe we Fy wed. sm 
| cause, as we:go on;mith the story, the answer will 
. ; be plain enough. - | | | 


What I have nex to remark of Onesimus, is, 
that when he got to Rome, he went to hear, the 


' Apostle Paul preach. -We are not,fold the reason 


of his first attending on the Apostle. Tt. is not im- 
probable, however, that some qualm of Gonscience 
‘might put him. upon.this, visit. Methinks I see him 
for a.few days, or- weeks, riot ng in vice, Spending 
freely the handful of plunder w. ad 

off, and,as-his pockets growlow, becoming Jow*in 


Alas!sye'has..no Ghristian master to suppoft’him, 


no friend to pity him—and now having first doubted ~ 


_ poasibly whether to:plunge into some new crite ‘in 


. erder to relieve his growing distresses, he bethihiks 
"himself of what he had. once so carelessly heard in 


Phile mon’s house, and says within his heart “well, 
there can be.no comfort, no hope, no chance of deli - 
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‘ig also possible that he might have'oecastonally 
overheard the name’ of Paul méntioned while he was 
waiting at Philemon’s ‘table, dad when<prickedia 
his conscience at Rome, Pail théfeforeisthe man 
to whom he would nattralty-fly' for reliefyi020 

*" Let ‘no master then despair oftbeing an instru 
‘ment of good’ to’ fis’ servants, even though for a 
time he should see ‘no fruit of‘his labours... Iam 
"persuaded there has beet’ many @ footinan, or stable 
boy, or other s ervant, “poth' male“and female, who 


has continuéd thoughtless and’ profdn6 ‘during the © 
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whole. time ‘of residence ‘fit a’ réligious  thaster’s _ 


house, and who nevertheléss ‘has been‘ struck ‘to the 
~ heart afterwards, and has profited materially in. the 
end, by some hint which appeared to have no effect 
at the tinte of receiving it. ae 
But we are next to speak of'a‘new scene: which — , 
presents itself. “Onesimius is converted to Chris: “4 
tianity, under Paul’s ministry. The sinner .is:con- ~-% 
- wicted of his sin. Through God’s. mercy. the run- | 
away is arrested in his ntad and wicked ‘course.: The 
_ poor guilty wretch of course’ confesses to Paul, his 
_ guilt, and th rough the infinite grace ‘of God in Christ 
‘he obtains pardon, and’the hope-ef eteraal life. | 
Here then ‘is a striking’ proof of the rich provisi- 
on of mercy which there is'in'the'gospel. © A ran- 
away slave and a thief may becomé-a-partaker of it; — 
‘God can grant even to the vilest‘:and most.misera- - 
“ple sinner repentance ‘unto Hfe ¥ and it ‘is proper 
“therefore, that all’should pray to God for a heart to 
repent, and that no oné shofild. despair.“ hae 
“"Ttis plain from many signs that the repentatice of — 
Qnesimus was sincere, In the first place, I think ~~ 
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ave may take Paul's word that it was so, for Paul - 
— svould' not haverspoken so: ‘decidedly 3s h did, if he — 
had not’fitst ‘enquired: into the cage. + NO; 2 W ul 
. warrant you: Paukéxamined' ‘Onegimaus very, close y: 
for Patil’s charity::did -not consist: in. believing in.a 
good-natured way that every; One; one: was‘.a; Scbrstian 
who said that he was so: on the. conta Paul: °g 
charity led? him: to be careful, and jeale us. Hs 
- should comfort his flock ;with,a. say bh pe, Or foal 
. @atter the: person-of ‘any one.. ita ig him 
fore” exceedingly. particular in examining. the. wale 
Z of men’s souls: and hence:lt comes to pass. that th the | 
| words of Paul have: so much weight - whenever . he 
oo pronounces:any one'to bea Christian.» ,.,(; :-0 
F  Batthe sincerity of Onesimus ‘grepentance is stil 
farther proved by a cireumstance which jis, distinct- 
‘ie ly mentioned; I meanby his readinesstotake ‘aul’s - 
®.~ advice when he bids him go back again to, his injy- 
_ ped master, Now a false penitent would differ from 
Onesimus inthis particular. A false penitent \ would 
". make a> thousand objections to .. such 2 measure. 
4 What,’ he would say, “must : 1 go back.to. my 
‘aster whom I ‘have wronged? | dare not shew: 
~ Fay. face before him, nor before my fellow.servants, 
 'P'shall sinks into the earth: when I,see them. Be- 
© ides, where is the necessity for returning; | am 
<  ~williag to repent, indeed): but may J not. repent. : at 
'. . /Ronte? Surely 1 may be allowed toremgin here, in 
, omy present - obscurity; for. the. disgrace of secing 
“my maater and all my old friends. again Is more 
than | can. ‘bear;: butt will bear. any, thing.¢lse; | 
 will.tive hard andi work honestly, and, I. wilk-pe.vé- 
aS SB ‘sorry for my sin, and. Iwill: ‘continue to ,attend 
| ate sonnet Surely this. will aufhicgs’ — 
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‘gi * But salen again in’ nthe first place te to: uate, mage : 
‘ter,’’ says Pad}. “Go and’ own;to him::what you 
have: done ; away with ail pride and evil shame _ 
which ‘is’ ‘about you. Submit to the. disgrace you 
have brought on yourself, and try'to repair the, evil 
you have done ‘a$'well'as you can, by. working hayd _ 
or 'Philéimon’ inthe: ‘time to come;'endeavour to 
"eaed for him as'thach’ mone# 4s you: ‘have ‘stolen 
ftom him, and be hot afraid of Philemon’s wrath: fer 
“Twilt give you a letter to him, T his | is the proof [ 
tequire of your sincerity.” 
’~ “How wise ahd judicious was this adlyioe if Paul to 
Onesimus! #Whoin,? says he in the jetter, ‘, [have 
“sent: “cain,” that’ is,4!whem Thame -sent back. again 
‘in orderthat hé may Gonfess hig whole fault to you 
and return into your service.” . The confession of 
"the. sin’ against: ‘Philemon was better in, this case- 
_| than any: general confession’ of faith, or. than. any 
| “plausible tale’ 6f-Ohesimus’s conversion ;, and. so, it 
“May ‘be observed inother cases, that a readiness to 
‘go back at alhazards, and to acknowledge our crime 
- * to the person we have offended, and to repair;ig-as | 
~~ well. ds we are able, is the. first. proof of sinceyity - 
that should be required ; whereas. gn _ unwillingness — 
to return impliés much remaining pride of heart, a 
very, sinful soft of shame, a disregard to strict hos 
<nesty, and a feat of consequences that. is inconsist- 
ent with that faith and trust in God which accom: 
- pany true repentance. — . | 
| iesimus, ‘as I have ‘said, consented. to return; 
and fet-us not suippose that he is.now to:be, pitied. on 
that: “accopnt,or: ‘that! any great miserigs> werein - 
~‘onseqti¢née about ‘to fall upon his head. . Nog, let 4 : : 
us congratulate him rather on his right resolutiony: , 
19 1 will warrant you that after the first a 
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Josteag vol an .yabeliey ng quote ik 
ee as 5 wv mantel 39g “Wee , 
Néaeugh fF, might b hee bya thee => | 
thatowhich is. if or lovee sake, I< yal | 


they; beseech. ihe sh el éné 4s Pali the 


seech, thee fon my ck ‘Ons wae ‘whens ¢ have be. | 
gotten in ) a4, whi ich i R ti ¢ FS chlo ‘thee tal 
‘unprofitable, but, iS pow ‘prot able ‘to Hee dnd to “to ” 
‘mé,,whom,] have;, sang again, Hour therefore ré- 
ceive. him that is maine, own, _ bowels.’”" And’ then He. 
«adds, «« ‘Thou therefore receive him “not now- as: a 
/SCINARE ; -but., rau servant, a brother: beloved, 


, pepecially tp me,, hho Ww mauch* ‘more unté thee Sa 
th inthe flesh an inthe: Lord” fad bxe o 
2 eq Whatan astquishing difference does’ Christtonity peace 
JUmake in-men! . What, a.kind, of: spirit do'we here ae 
1, trage} How strange also must all this‘love-and con- \ : 
> @escengion seem, t some. people fa mai Ofthe world, == - 
Whig hg balees bbed bm 1 and away, Swot : ' 
-snever believe: aie sould COnVEM-théimian, «i 
vant wonls Hisdain te st oe such a Kit letter as I se 
have described... Iam, persuaded ais niy readers 
Will agree, that a worldl idly, correspatide 


| naturally aver so ey: ne, Pea e Very far from ’ 

“writing such a. kin of Jeter as thi se 
‘ -anunrepenting and Wy NGF id “mii ed slaee wouldill tg 
deserve to have it written.” Bur hoWa@erqonunly — eae 


does the a distal still proceed, “Tf,” ‘says Paul, “ayon | 
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poutit me sero rea ee fiche’ tadr'as’ my. © 
self... 1f,;hes hath” napa 'th hee, ' or “oweth or 
aught; pee: that on, mine Account. T rupee iwiits 
ten :it with; mine own.,hand, Twill répa y it, Adbe- 
itid do-not: say, to. thee, how thou owest to me! hisses 
ownself, besides.” Dan 
zahnd now, let it, be reinarkéd, what @ happy influ: 
enpe had, Chr istianity.on ‘the whole’condition of this 
~ pookwretched run- away. He was penn | pe ser 
into the lowest infamy, as well as poverty aid woe, 
- witen the, first waiged on Paul; he’ was Tiving,-1 dare 
saypamogg the dregs « of the peopl ‘of Rome; and if 
_ be hadremained, ‘pngonverted, if (ait he had: not. 
me Soa oh if having go aed hind He’ Had-again | 
Papites ened b his heart, and‘returned tb hi Former wieks 
Edness,,| be, would; probably” have thided: His dayson, 
thecrucifix orgibbet, or at,léast Hé' would'soorftiave* - 
» perished) through. want, ‘inknown ‘and‘uaréparded, 
dophe wou! daye | been swept away ‘among: the chow en 
sands, whgm, the? Nice and ~ Wickedness ‘ofevery 
Brean GHY. ate continually séndink to- ah udtendely 
porsill A, guilty, gonsciende: ‘als holds: Alot : 
ated. him e his, Tast. hoi rs; and ‘after deéth he 


(pos ey ay Stqo before an offended ‘God; ‘arid at last. 
Paust: aye had; his pettion in’ that-plade’ where 
othereis mesping, and.v waili bnd'pris ing'ofteeth, ~ _ 
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through that blessed gospel which wis maé@e¢ known | 

to him, he returns to his master. -This was a.great 
step. ‘He returns to stavery indeed, but toa slavery |. 
no doubt that was extremely mild, and that scarce- > 
ly deserved the name ; for he is immediately re- 
ceived even as a brother into the fpmily from. 
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istances.: I address myself more, espe ci: ly 
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unhappy: women, who, like, Onesimus, Nave™tunh- 
_away. from their proper home, where oncé’ erhitis : 
“they. way ‘haye heard something of the Hospel ae 
though theyidid not attend: to it,, and who’ are now 
_ -rdined.in othejr. character, who are also plunged ’by - 
> their growing; necessiti¢s into a, life of open’ and 


allowed sing andjare, perishing both as to Body‘and ~ 
-soul, ‘either'in.our great towns or among the dregs 


? 


_L[-would:entreat:such persons, to consider, a Tittle 


- the case.ofithig, peor Onesimus, at the tinie he'was , 
- plunged, asd have suppese¢d him to have. been, in 


the debaucheries,of, Rome, and. wheh he must be 
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» bend. Methinks..he resembled, ‘in a’ few Jeading 


a 


particulars, what,some of you may bé at present. 


@now itdhappened; that Onesimus went or day. to 
~ hear Paul preach,..,. What if you were for once? in 


+ 


your: lives: fo;do ‘the ssame? 1 medn, what if You 


hike 
ete. 
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| 13 , peice | 
and zealous’ minister, of Christ, some. follawer .of 
Paul the Apostle? Tow uld advise you, if you think 
of doing it atall, to goon the very next abbath. 
~—Onesimus, iby hearing Raul preac h;, was delivered. 
oyt of all. his troubles, for he was effectually con- 

| verted to Christianity ; and who Knows whether if | 

- you pursue the, same means; it'may not‘please God 

! rosave you, both body and soul; in thesame' manners. | 
__{pdeed, I can hardly imagine any: other way 
ghan.that which Onesimus actually took by: which he 

could have Been recovered; and, depend: upon it 

if ever you escape, and are restored to peace, to 


a 


happiness, and to society, it must be by the same > 


mighty ower of the gospel. Would to. God, that 
“some“unhappy, creature, who reads this tale, and 
“who has imitated Onesimus ‘in ‘his wanderings, 
might imitate him in his, repentance. Would to 
“Ged that some lost sheep might thus be brought 
back into the fold of Christ.. Would to God, that - ‘ 
some. prodigal son for instance might be persuaded 
ike the prodigal son in the gospel; to repent and re- | 
~~ ¢urn to his father’s’ house: or that some: woman, 
vho is a sinner, ~while she is reading this. tale, 
might find her.eyes begin to stream with tears, like 
_ the. Magdalen who wept so plentifully at the’ feet of 
our Saviour, and might, like her) attain to a.com- — 
¢ | fortable and well grounded hope, that “ her:Sins 


"which are many,” are for ivenher. — 


- « But what can we do?’ methinks I hear'a whole 


, 


3 ynultitude of such persons reply, «We long te be 


_ 


| restored, to. all the comforts ‘you-speak roe 1): Mem 


° charmed.at the very mention of such happiness, 
"we know not how to get possession of it,” Mianswer, - 
:. -d@othen in all respects like Onesimus: » Fake ex- 


~ ample, as far as your case will ‘allow, fgom all the 


: . 
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" {Narious; circumstances which, ‘milly: BE dup 
- shave belonged to his tale. First ot-a 
Paul's, preaching. after Wi , I suppose, nercaite 
on the apostle, and told him “his story.” “The’apos- 
tie, indeed, was 4, poor man himselfiard 4 ptivouer = 
| also; so that.a little good advice, (which, howeveh, | 
| | 4s a very,valuable thing) was all that could be gic. : 
e . from, him; except, indeed, that Paul being acquatn- 
- ted. with a number of good Christians, among whonr 


‘ _there might be some rich ones- also, he was'able to 
, ‘give Opesimus a letter of introduction, ifhethought - 
‘> praper. "Fhe same thing, perhaps, may ‘happen 
| now. If you will cal} on sonje minister of the gospel, 7 
after having for a while attended his preaching, : 
| _. provided, he judges you to’be truly penitent, he wiik 
; ‘be induced, perhaps, if poor himself, to give yous 
-_- recommendation to some christian friend of his, to 
-., some capital housekeeper like Philemon. ~ | 


~ But shall I tell you what ‘will be his difficulty ? . : 
A suspicion will immediately arise about your sin- | 
: -.' cerity, and the rémoval of this suspicion is the great. 
iS | thing. which you must aim at: Onesimus succeed- 
-edin removing this suspicion from the.mind of — 
. Paul; for, if he had not, I am sure Paul would'ne- 
ver have written such a letter as he did to Philemon. | 
Let me, then, close with a little advice as to'this. 
- point, J mean as to the, manner in which you must 
.. _give proof of your ‘sincerity. © aM uibe a ALS we 


are _. . First, when you confess your faults ‘to any one 

| _ of ‘whom you ask help, do not confess them «by 
--.. halves, I have known some persons. acknowledge 
“+ — a few. things’ which they ‘have’ done wreng, and | 
+ « . which, indeed, they cowd not hide, while they 


- 


thai ) 


a, 14 


Bee ‘out. "palf their 


rt, ‘perhens.: to spare, thetiisélves Here bY.” t 
_in-faet,: it was-Com monly. pr aved, that What was’ Goh- 


acealed., was, afterws ards. discoyered, and they “have 


; peen,wejected, not at alloy account ofa any. *Gnwilling- 


»Dess. to. pelp them, though hitherto: ever leg wieked, 
but oa account of its c ontinuing ‘still tobe’ ith pos#i- 
ble.ta. put any trusc-in. them. “Onesifnus,’ Ywatrant. 


you, confessed his whole sin to Paul,-g rid’ -was dt 
detected afterwards in any Tittle feservotions or ¢k- | 


cuses, ar false colourings. 

Again, draw, nearer and nearer tore religion. Read 
the scriptures... . Avoid bad company. A Attend: aili- 
_ gently. on the preaching of the gos ahs ‘and eridea- 


_ vor to. make acquaintance witli those who attend al- 
_ $0, and who, however poor, are religious. Onesi- 


_ 


mus had become one. among the little society of 

the ‘Saints. which were at Romie,” at the ‘time 

-when Paul wrote so confidently. of his'sincerity. 
Again, put away your pride’ and false: shaine, 


very forlorn and wicked people are often very. 


proud, and this pride works in a thousand ways, 
so as to hinder, their deliverance. Onesimus “stb- 


- mitted. to go back to-his old master, notwithstand- 


-ing-all the. “shame that attended his return; and you 
niust shew something of the same temper, if you 
expect any one who understands the human heart, 
so as all Christians do, to put confidence in your 
eincendtys, 

‘Again, put your trust in 1 God: ae Faltil your 
"present. duty. 5, be fe not’ Feason too vuch about 


consequences. F, ‘has ail) events, and’ he “has 


hkewise all Pe ee hand’: and he can ‘and.wilk 


make a wea for your: escaye, a3 he did for that of . 


Me 


haye.een, mightily - yeserved pon cies, point 
: boy Hep Hive 
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‘pqory sepenting: sismngtip Atrawag thisi}+ A 
once a great sinner himself: he goutd.xememper 
‘time’, when: i thougst he, meyer was.a thief or arr 
: auray ) Yet hewasahinderer,of the gospel, and Suen 
va@rpersecatori also. But Paul had obtained, mercy. 
tend now it Hecame, the happiness; f hig, dife to 
telbofthe grage of Sesus, Christ. “‘ Unto me,,"\said- 
he; “iwhio'am fess; 4ban, the, Jeast cag saints,,.1S 
‘this: grace given,:thatd-should. preach amongthe 
~ Gentiles ‘the unsearchable..riches of Christ,” He 
thought! it the .greatest hongnr-in the world tq be 
-g@Howed to publish among. the.vilest Gegpiles, the 
. sal¥ation of the blessed Jesus, Po. it. is..a vided now. =, 
=-The very best-men: on earth, whether © ristian. 9 
ministers or Christian people, like. Patt, owe allto 4 
‘mercy, and they, long,, therefore,.tocommend you | 
tothe same mercy, and to:stretch out their hand} 


Ae * 
* 


 * Learn,: then; to. understand the true hindrance 
Hc. =", ‘to. your recovery. It-is met that there-are. no:Chris- 4 
*.#ians who will -help you: It ,is not there are no % 
* means of deliverance for you, for, we have shewn 
-- you, that “if there is a will there.is.a-way,’*” ,,It is 
ot that you are driven into sin by, an. irresistible 
te; for God. is above fate, and God drives no man 
“into sin... It is, in short, your, own fault, and your 
own fault alone., Escape, then, : immediately;, Give 
tho sleep to your eyes, nor slumber, to your eyelids, 
- *-gill-yepchave taken some. step towards your reco- 
. -werye.¢ Remember, in short, that jf Qmesimusies- 
+ eapedy:sd may: you ;:and thatifyouywspmot the same: 
. wyeabsy this vary story of Qnesingus) wilh; one day 
Bt rise up ih*judgment against- you: | Siysaxe: \ 
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